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FADE | N:
FADE | N:
OPENI NG CREDI TS
TELEVI SI ON NEWS

NEWS ANCHOR
On Thursday, U. S. Secretary of
State Hillary Rodham i nton
ended her two-day visit to Mexico
by touring a state-of-the-art
police facility. Afterwards she
met with students fromthe
University of Monterrey where she
condemed drug vi ol ence.

MONTAGE - CLINTON' S MEXICO VISIT

A) dinton in H -Tech police facility

B) dinton with School Children

C) University of Monterey, dinton Speaking
END OF MONTAGE - BACK TO NEWS ANCHOR

NEWS ANCHOR
"Bilateral matters stretch far
beyond crine,” dinton said to
the students. She al so tal ked
about economc and famly ties,
trade, energy and the world's
financial neltdown. But the
conversation kept returning to
the drug war, which has killed
nore than 7,000 people in Mexico
si nce the begi nning of 2008.

MONTAGE - DRUG VI OLENCE

A) Mexican swat team breaki ng down a door
B) Bricks of Cocai ne.

C) Stacks of seized Wapons.

D) Foot age of headl ess corpses.



END OF MONTAGE - BACK TO NEWS ANCHOR

NEWS ANCHOR ( CONT' D)
Clinton said again "The battle
agai nst Mexican drug traffickers
was a shared burden between Mexico
and the United States.” On
Wednesday, she bluntly acknow edged
that the United States bears sone
bl ame for the crisis because of
its "insatiable" appetite for
illicit drugs and its role as a
supplier of weapons that are
snmuggl ed into Mexico to armthe
cartels' hit nen.

MONTAGE - President Cal deron

A) Calderon in his office signing papers
B) Helicopter gunships at the border.

C) Qoanmm signing papers.

D) Border agents checking trucks in Texas.
END OF MONTAGE - BACK TO NEWS ANCHOR

NEWS ANCHOR ( CONT' D)
Presi dent Felipe Calderon's
gover nnment appl auded an Cbama
adm ni stration plan, announced
Tuesday, that will target the
cartels by placing nore U S
agents and ot her personnel al ong
the border. And the news nedi a
and Mexican politicians |auded
Clinton's frank decl aration of
bl ame, 'as |ong overdue.'

END OF OPENI NG CREDI TS

SUPER: ELECTI ON DAY - OAXACA MEXI CO

EXT. MOUNTAI N ROAD - DAY

A Rickety AOd School bus navigates a narrow nountain road.
Loudspeakers are mounted on it's roof. Painted on it's side
are Colorful Miurals shouting the words:

"SANCHEZ FOR GOVERNOR, VOTE APPO'

A man on a donkey raises his Machete -- CHEERI NG as the bus
passes. Dozens nore raise their fists in solidarity.



EXT. JUNGLE VI LLAGE - CONTI NUOUS

A banner with the words, 'VOTE HERE' hangs over the entrance
of an Anci ent Spanish church dom nating the town square.

Hundreds of short, dark-skinned peasants pack the square,
waiting for their turn to vote

EXCI TED VO CES fill the air as the bus enters this small
hunmbl e vil | age.

CROVND
SANCHEZ! SANCHEZ!

The crowd PUSHES IN - surrounding the bus fighting to get a
glinpse of... THE SAVIOR -- FELI PE SANCHEZ -- SAINT -- HOPE
of the people.

BODYGUARDS, flank his side as he descends off the bus and
into the crowd. Shaki ng hands, kissing babies, hugging the

poorest of the poor -- SANCHEZ is the people's candi date,
| oved by all.
A PEASANT, (later identified as COBRA) tall...nenacing...watches

froma bal cony across the square. He lifts his armto shield
the sunlight revealing --

A COBRA TATTOO

Sanchez is ushered to steps of the church waving to the
chanting crowd.

CROND

Caxaca Uni da!

(echoi nQ)
Nunca sera Venti da!

(conti nued chanti ng)
Caxaca Uni da!

(echoi nQ)
Nunca sera Ventida! Speech! Speech!

Sanchez i s handed a m crophone. SILENCE

FELI PE SANCHEZ
Thank you. ..
(1 ong pause)
| cone back...here...to ny village,
my home -- a man hunbl ed by God.
(he makes the sign of

t he cross)
| am awed by your support -- your
affection -- your love. The tine

for change...has cone...A
revol ution...



The crowd EXPLODES, machetes waving like a field of wheat.

FELI PE SANCHEZ

...a peaceful revolution is
spreadi ng t hr oughout
Caxaca! .. Governor Reyes has done
everything to discredit us and to
alter the truth...l work...

(points his finger at

t he crowd)
...for you, I amyour servant...
am your voice and your VO CE WLL
BE HEARD!

THE CROND CHEERS
Alittle boy waves a sign--
| NSERT - THE SI GN

"Juan 'Papi' Silvestre, Loving father and husband - nurdered,
January, 15, 1998. Case unsolved."

BACK TO SCENE
Sanchez descends the steps and hugs the little boy.
SANCHEZ

(choki ng up)
Many -- Many of you have | ost

| oved ones -- | too lost ny
father...
Holding the little boy's hand -- |eads himup the steps.
SANCHEZ
...and | screanl...| screamfor
revenge!

MACHETES RATTLE -- VO CES YELL -- CROAD FUELED -- READY TO
EXPLODE

Sanchez rai ses his hands.

SANCHEZ ( CONT' D)
CGhandi ... Ghandi said many years
ago, 'What difference does it
make to the dead. ..

( MORE)



SANCHEZ ( CONT' D)
t he orphans...the honel ess,
whet her this mad destruction is
wr ought under the nane of
totalitarianismor under the holy
name of liberty and denocracy?' ...
wll NOT...and | inplore you
al so... DO NOT becone |ike those
who wi sh to destroy us...This
time the truth will shine like a
blinding light in the eyes of
t hose who bring injustice upon us!
W will overcone...evil wth good!

The crowd EXPLCODES!

SANCHEZ
It's time to Vote! This
el ection...our votes will count!

He RAISES the little boy's hand in victory.
| NT. TELEVI SI ON STATI ON - SAME

MARCO TORRES, station chief of XHOXO TV10 wal ks into the
control room holding up a piece of paper.

TORRES
These exit polls can not be right?

HECTOR VI LLA, thin, glasses sliding dowm his nose, |ooks up
fromhis conmputer and holds his hands up in defeat.

TORRES ( CONT' D)
Don't these peasants watch the
news. The APPO is part of the
fucking cartel ...
(paces the room
Qur job was to insure that Reyes
is re-el ected.

HECTOR
We did everything boss -- the
people...don't want Reyes...they
want change.

TORRES
(screamng -- in his
face)
The peopl e! What peopl e? The
fucking I ndians? They are not the
People -- what do | tell Reyes?



EXT. OCEAN BAY - NI GHT
SUPER: PUERTO ANGELI TO, QAXACA - THREE DAYS LATER

The nmoon reflects off a peaceful bay. Coconut palns dance in
the breeze. Fishing boats |lie anchored. One glides out to sea.

A Pick-up truck, lights off, rolls down the beach and stops at
EXT. MOUNTAI N ROAD - LATER

The canpai gn bus snakes it's way back up the narrow nountain
road away fromthe vill age.

The 'Tall Peasant, Cobra' walks with a burro, texting a
message. H s phone beeps.

| NSERT - CELL PHONE SCREEN

The words, 'IT"S A GO appear.

BACK TO SCENE

He guides the burro to the center of the road. Sanchez's bus
appears, Cobra raises his hands in apology as the bus
screeches to a stop inches fromthe burro.

Cobra drags the stubborn burro to the side waving as the bus
passes.

Qobscured in a cloud of dust, A PACKAGE is slapped on the rim
of the back tire.

The bus crosses an old stone bridge.
AN EXPLOSI ON!

The bus rolls into the abyss bel ow. .. Sanchez. .. hope of the
peopl e. .. GONE. . .

A CRUDE JUNGLE CANTI NA

TWO FI GURES, faces covered in black ski masks, junp out.
RI CARDO, the | eader, stares for a nmonent at the ocean

LI GHTS FLI CKER I N THE DI STANCE
He grabs binoculars fromthe truck.

Bl NOCULAR POV: A Whale? -- no a MN SUBMARINE. A Figure on
top flashes a light at a fishing boat gliding towards it.



RI CARDO
(1 ooks at his watch)
Ri ght on tine.

They wal k toward the cantina, hidden anongst the coconut
palns... 100 feet fromthe water.

I NT. CANTI NA - CONTI NUOUS

Ri cardo enters the small thatched hut cantina followed by
ALBERTO, stocky, tough, an AK47 slung over his shoul der. A
silver brief case in hand.

A coupl e of shoddy tables adorn the open air room Gas
| anterns give off the only light. A generator huns.

JESUS, the owner, greets themwith a nod. LUPITO his son
sal utes Ri cardo.

LUPI TO
El Tigre...M Ceneral.
Rl CARDO
Hey Lupito...Wat's up ny little
br ot her ?
Ri cardo sal utes back
Al berto takes a seat -- flips opens the brief case -- a

satellite |l aptop. Powers it up

Jesus brings coffee, his WFE enters with two plates of food
in hand. Places themon the table.

Ri cardo wal ks toward a television in the corner.

RI CARDO
TV wor k?

Jesus grabs the renote. Turns it on.

ALBERTO
(staring at his
conput er)
What the fuck
(wavi ng Ri cardo over)
Ri cky! You gotta see this.

Ri cardo wal ks over. Stares at the conputer
| NSERT - COMPUTER MONI TOR

A photo of a snoking bus with the headline - SANCHEZ DEATH - -
MURDER?



BACK TO SCENE

ALBERTO ( CONT' D)
They're saying a w tness saw an
expl osi on. ..

They | ook up at
THE TELEVI SI ON

VA CE
We interrupt this programfor
BREAKI NG NEWS.

ON THE TELEVI SI ON
An anchor sits facing the canera.

ANCHOR
At the request of Governor Reyes |,
federal troops are heading into
Caxaca City to help protect the
citizens against the escal ating
vi ol ence that has been buil ding
since the death of APPO | eader
Fel i pe Sanchez. A Narco Terrori st
G oup, Los Tigres Negros known
for their black ski masks and
bl ack cl ot hi ng have been |inked
to much of the violence, including
an oil refinery explosion earlier
this nonth. For nore on this
breaking story we go to Betty
Comacho who is standing by at the
Governor's mansi on

BACK TO CANTI NA

Rl CARDO
Narco Terrorist! They call us
Narco Terrorists?

ON THE TELEVI SI ON

REPORTER
This is Betty Comacho -- | am
here in the Governor's mansion
where Governor Reyes has schedul ed
press conference at any nonent.

ANCHOR
Can you tell us anything Betty?



REPORTER
We have received word that |eaders
of the APPO are calling for a
state wi de protest tonorrow. They
cl ai m Fel i pe Sanchez woul d have
won and are demandi ng new el ecti ons.

ANCHOR
Betty we all synpathize with the
supporters of Sanchez but do they
really believe that he woul d have
won? Every poll showed him
behind -- sonme polls by 20 points.

REPORTER
Most of the people |'ve spoken to
support Governor Reyes and believe
that the protesters represent a
smal | faction of the APPO nostly
teachers and students. | m ght
add, Carolina, that a spokesman
fromthe Governor's office stated
earlier that they have evidence
that nuch of the financial support
for the APPO conmes fromthe
Col onbi an drug cartel and is
funnel ed through Los Tigres Negro.

Rl CARDO ( OS)
What bul I shit! Gbvi ous who signs
t heir paychecks. ..

BACK TO CANTI NA

ALBERTO
(taps his conputer
screen)
It says here Felipe was | eading
in every poll.

Ri cardo | eans over Al berto's shoul der and peers at the screen.

Rl CARDO
THAT BASTARD Reyes!

REPORTER ( OS)
It 1ooks |like the Governor -- is

ready -- the Governor of OGaxaca
wi |l now address the nedia.

ON THE TELEVI SI ON

Governor Reyes sits at his desk, his eyes noist with sadness.



10.

GOVERNCOR REYES
As you know, ny col | eague and
friend Felipe Sanchez died three
days ago in a tragi c bus accident.
No words can express the |oss |
feel for this great man, this man
of peace and...

He pretends to choke up.

BACK TO CANTI

He pulls out
ON THE TELEVI

BACK TO CANTI

NA

Rl CARDO
Fucki ng bad actor.

his pistol and levels it at the screen.
SI ON

GOVERNCR REYES
Felipe and | worked together to
hel p i nprove the quality of health
care, education, and tourism here
in Caxaca...and as you know we
made great strides...l prom se
you, People of QGaxaca, that his
work will continue and | insure
you that we will becone the
greatest -- the nbst prosperous --
t he nost educated state in Mexico.
| promse | will work to bring
order back to Gaxaca. President
Caul deron has agreed to send
10,000 troop to keep you, the
peopl e of QGaxaca safe. Under the
command of Captain Heiberto Otiz,
| have set up a special Narcotics
task force to deal specifically
with the grow ng drug viol ence..

NA

ALBERTO
DRUG VI OLENCE! -- Try PCLI CE
VI OLENCE! . . . you fucki ng
di ck. .. FUCKIN PROPAGANDA. . .

GOVERNOR REYES (0S)
This narco terrorist group 'Los
Tigres Negros'...

All eyes turn back to the TELEVI SI ON



11.

ON THE TELEVI SI ON

GOVERNCR REYES
.will be the rooted out and..

BAM BAM
Ricardo fires two shots into the Tel evi si on.
Rl CARDO
Let's go, we got work to do...
Vamanos!

They sling their rifles over their shoul ders and slide out
t he door.

Little Lupe runs after themand raises his fist.

LUPE
VI VA EL TI GRE!

EXT. CANTI NA - CONTI NUOUS

A fishing boat slides up on the beach.

Wth the help of Al berto they nove crates of weapons from
the boat to the truck. The Boat Captain hands Ri cardo a
square crate.

Rl CARDO
The C4?

He sm |l es and w nks.
| NT. COTTAGE - DAY

A needle marked armis stretched out over a night stand. A
syringe sits next to a small brown bottle.

The arm noves knocks the bottle to the tile floor -- IT
SHATTERS.

A door flies open. Light streanms in. W are in a bedroom
where MAMA sl eeps peaceful ly.

BEATRI Z 30's, petite, a natural beauty, enters wearing a
ni ght gown.

She is angry -- frustrated.

BEATRI Z
OCh nana!

Mama stirs, her eyes part.



12.

MANVA
Bea, you're up early.

Bea picks of pieces of the broken bottle.

BEATRI Z
Mama! This was a full bottle of
insulin --

MAMA

(i gnoring her)
Were's Ri cky?

BEATRI Z
Ri cky! You're precious R cky
hasn't been hone for three days.

MAMVA
Must be working -- he's such a
good boy.
Bea shakes her head.
BEATRI Z

Now | have to go the
phar macy. . . ahhh. .. MAMVAI

Bea conposes herself and throws on jeans and sweatshirt.

BEATRI Z ( CONT' D)
Try not -- just...go back to
sleep -- 1'll be right back.

She exits.
| NT. POST OFFI CE - CONTI NUQUS

A wiry postal clerk sits at a desk -- drinks coffee -- stanps
letters.

CAPTAIN ORTI Z, tall, handsone inpeccably dressed officer
wanders around a sorting room-- picks up a thick letter --
holds it to the light, then gently opens it with a knife.

Qut slides out a two page letter wapped around five one
hundred dollar bills. Pocketing the noney he carefully
unfolds the letter, reads out | oud.



13.

CAPTAI N ORTI Z
My dear Sofia, Not a day goes by
wi t hout thoughts of you or
Ponchito. Wrds will never be
able to express how much I m ss

and | ove you. | have great news!
| have a job! | ama neat packer
for Brooklyn Meats. |'m making

$6.50 hour -- | was paid today...

(turns to the clerk)
Don't you love a guy |like
this...someone who cares about
his famly -- those fucking
teachers they don't give a shit
about their famlies -- always
protesting -- Now this man..

He takes a hundred out of his pocket and neatly waps the
| etter back around it.

CAPTAI N ORTI Z
This man -- where ever the fuck
he is...Brooklyn? This man cares
about his famly -- Sofia should
be very proud of him

Hands the letter and a twenty to the clerk who pockets the
nmoney, re-seals the letter and tosses it back into a bin.

Otiz spots another letter he holds it up to the |ight.
| NSERT - CLOSE UP OF LETTER

The Letter is official '"California State Prison' stationary.
It is addressed to Beatriz Cuerrero.

BACK TO SCENE

CAPTAI N ORTI Z ( CONT' D)
Hmm ..l ooks |i ke a check inside..

DI STANT EXPLOSI ON!
The buil ding shakes. Otiz drops the letter.

CAPTAI N ORTI Z
VWhat the fuck was that?

Ortiz opens the door. W see a soldier, SARGENT DERAS, in a
mlitary hunmer on the radio.

SARGENT DERAS
Captain! A bonb just expl oded at
the television station.



CAPTAI N ORTI Z
A BOWB?

SARGENT DERAS
Channel 10 is off the air.

CAPTAI N ORTI Z
Let's go.

Otiz junps in the Hunmmer. Gavel flies as they peel

TO BE CONTI NUED CONTI NUED

out .

14.
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